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Earely do they learn Turkish or English ; indeed, they
have a kind of antipathy to both these languages ; nor
could it be otherwise considering their fanaticism, and
perhaps also the speciality of their European patronage.
It is, however, to their credit that, though with less
success than some other * Eastern Christians; their
neighbours, they carry their studies of Arab grammar
and literature to a considerable length, and are occa-
sionally not contemptible masters in this field.

Be it also told to Maronite credit, that, although the
standard of truth among them is certainly not our own,
and a European who should model his veracity on theirs
in word and deed would strongly risk passing for a
cheat and a liar, yet seldom do they push falsehood to
those lengths of deception, swindling, and treachery,
which have made the Levant infamous from Byzantine
times to the present. Perhaps it is slow-wittedness,
perhaps a modified honesty; we willingly ascribe it
to the latter; the more so that, left to themselves,, the
Maronites are on the whole a good-tempered race, fairly
sociable, imitative, and, though not enterprising, la-
borious. Drink and gambling also are only occasional
vices among them; their morality, in the narrower
acceptance of the term, was never severe, nor has
European contact tended to straighten it.

From the Maronites of the town we turn to the
Maronites of the country; and here, as is usual among
races whose virtues and vices are the result of cir-
cumstance rather than of will, we find not much indeed
to admire, but less also to condemn. Still their visitor
will be startled by the grossness of their ignorance;
for although schools are plenty among the Maronite
villages, the bigotry of the masters, mostly priests,
has in general narrowed down the teach ing to some
childish Catechism, badly translated from the Italian